MINUTES
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

AMERICAN RIVER AUTHORITY

3:00 P.M. ADJOURNED BOARD MEETING

Monday, May 15, 2006
MEETING LOCATION:

Placer County Board of Supervisors Chambers

Placer County Administrative Center

175 Fulweiler Avenue

Auburn, CA  95603

	ENTITY
	DIRECTORS
	ALTERNATES

	County of El Dorado
	Jack Sweeney
	Helen Baumann

	County of Placer
	Bruce Kranz
	Robert Weygandt

	County of San Joaquin
	Jack Sieglock
	NONE

	El Dorado Co. Water Agency
	JoAnn Shepherd
	Helen Baumann

	Placer County Water Agency
	Lowell Jarvis
	Mike Lee

	Public Member
	Roy Ruhkala
	John Fraser


Bruce Kranz (Chair of the Board)



David Breninger (Executive Director)

Jack Sieglock (Vice-Chair)




Chris Williams (Counsel)

A. CALL TO ORDER - by Chair Bruce Kranz
1. Roll Call & Introductions

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

Meeting was called to order at 3:00 pm by Chairman Bruce Kranz

ARA Members Present:
Jack Sweeney, El Dorado County





Bruce Kranz, Placer Cunty





Jack Sieglock, County of San Joaquin





JoAnn Shepherd, El Dorado County Water Agency





Lowell Jarvis, Placer County Water Agency





Roy Ruhkala, Public Member (voting member)





John  Fraser, Public Member (non-voting member)

ARA Staff Present:

David Breninger, Executive Director





Ed Horton, ARA Consultant





Chris William Counsel
B.
PUBLIC COMMENT: Any member of the public may address the Board at this time on any subject matter not on the agenda and that is within the jurisdictional authority of the American River Authority.  All items described on the agenda will be open for public comment before final action is taken.  Speakers are requested to restrict comments to the item as it appears on the agenda and stay within a three-minute time limit. 

No public comment. 

C.
CONSENT CALENDER:

1.
Approval of minutes: April 10, 2006, adjourned board meeting.


Action:  Minutes were approved by unanimous vote.
D.
GENERAL ITEMS:

1.
Update by Public Awareness Committee (Chairman Kranz and Director Fraser) on the ongoing ARA program.  Take action as necessary and appropriate.


Action:  Kelli Reid of McNally Temple & Associates reported on the first public education item: Earthquake Safety.

2.
Approve engagement letters by the County of El Dorado, Office of Auditor-Controller, to perform the audit services for eight fiscal years ending June 30, 1999 through 2006.  Take action as necessary and appropriate.



Action:  Moved by Director Sieglock and seconded by Director Ruhkala to engage  the County of El Dorado Office of Auditor-Controller to perform the audit services for the fiscal years 1999 through 2006.  Approved by unanimous vote.
3.
Presentation of the draft 2006/2007 budget.
a.
Board discussion.

b.
Public comments.

c.
Take action as necessary and appropriate.
Action:  After discussion it was moved by Director Sweeney and seconded by Director Sieglock to approve the 2006-07 budget as prepared.  Approved by unanimous vote.  (Approved budget attached.)
4.
Update on El Dorado Water and Power Authority JPA’s activities.  Take action as necessary and appropriate.

Action:  No report.

5.
Presentation by Ed Tiedemann, PCWA Counsel, on the formation and financing of the Placer County Middle Fork American River Hydroelectric Project.   Take action as necessary and appropriate.



Action:  Ed Tiedeman reviewed the formation of and the challenges faced during the development of the Middle Fork American River Hydroelectric Project.  Mr. Tiedeman fielded questions from the public and the ARA Board members following his presentation.
6.
Report by Chris Williams, ARA Counsel, on receipt of contributions from public and private entities and the procedures to follow if such contributions are accepted.  Take action as necessary and appropriate.


Action:  Chris Williams, ARA Counsel, reported it seems likely that ARA can legally receive private and public donations of money to assist in carrying out a public education program concerning Auburn Dam.  If ARA does decide in favor of a policy to accept such funds, it should take measures to segregate these funds and to carefully monitor the expenditure of such funds for their limited purpose.

7.
Discuss the possibility of the ARA becoming the local sponsor of an Auburn Dam.  Take action as necessary and appropriate.



Action:  After introducing the above subject by staff followed by a brief Board discussion, the Chair called for public comments.   Issues and thoughts presented by the public covered a wide range of subjects, summarized as:  
· Danger of a dam on or near an earthquake fault

· Economic destruction caused by a huge flood

· City and County of Sacramento and SAFCA are not members of ARA and should be
· Adverse effects to the canyon ecology if a dam was constructed

· Need current cost information – available financing and feasibility information needs to be updated before any decisions are made

· American River Canyon should be preserved in its current state

· A feeling the dam is “dead”

· The purpose of the ARA is water and power supplies, not flood control

· Dam may not “pencil out” for flood control power generation and power supply

· Build a stronger structure to alleviate earthquake concerns

· Need a long-range plan that will include levies and flow management in the lower reaches of the American River and the Delta

· People should be allowed to vote on this issue

· Protect the current recreational values of the American River Canyon

· Seek out other local sponsors

· ARA needs to remain engaged to protect the local water supply interests if a project is constructed

After a lengthy public comment period that included community members, dam supporters and those opposed to a dam at Auburn,   the ARA Board continued to discuss their interest and options relating to local sponsorship.
At the conclusion of the ARA Board discussion, it was moved by Director Jack Sweeney and seconded by Director JoAnn Shepherd that staff be instructed to work with the Federal and State staffs to determine the responsibilities of a local sponsor and look at the bonding requirements and capabilities of the JPA to undertake such bonding.  The ARA needs to review the information in the upcoming Federal Feasibility Study and see how the issues raised today can be answered.  Motion was carried by a 4 to 1 vote with Director Jack Sieglock unavailable to cast his vote and Director Lowell Jarvis voting no. 

8.
Report on legislation.  Take action as necessary and appropriate.



Action:  None
E. REPORTS BY ARA DIRECTORS:  In accordance with Government Code § 54954.2(a), Directors may make brief announcements or brief reports on their own activities.  They may ask questions for clarification, make a referral to staff or take action to have staff place a matter of business on a future agenda.

F.
REPORT BY ARA LEGAL COUNSEL


No additional report
G.
REPORT BY ARA EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR


No additional report
H.
NEXT REGULAR MEETING DATE:  

To be announced
I.
ADJOURNMENT


Meeting was adjourned by Chairman Kranz at 6:40 PM
APPROVED:
Darcy Erickson, Acting Secretary

American River Authority

(530) 823-4962

05-15-06
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